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A Separate Peace: Chapter 3 Reading and Study Guide 

 
I. VOCABULARY: Be able to define the following words and understand them when they appear in the novel 

and in class discussion. 
 

blitzkrieg A swift, sudden military offensive, usually by combined air and mobile land forces.  Used by 
the Nazis during WWII. 

 
venerable____________________________________________________________________________  
 
inured______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
inebriating___________________________________________________________________________ 

 
II. LITERARY TERMS: Be able to define each term and apply each term to the novel. 
 

 Symbolism____________________________________________________________________ 
 
  
III.  QUESTIONS: answer the following questions.  Use complete sentences. 
 
1.  What was the rule about opening the meetings?  
 
2.  What is Gene’s reactions to this rule?   
 
3.  What sport is Finny disgusted about having to play?  ______________      Why?   
 
4.  What sport does Finny invent?  ______________ Why is this important to the story?   
 
 
5.  Explain what the Lepellier Refusal is.   
 
 
6.  How does Gene remember America during war?   
 
 
7.  What does Finny do A. Hopkins Parker, 1940?   
 
8.  What is shocking about Finny’s response to breaking the record?   
 
9.  What details do we get about Finny’s athletic ability?   
 
10.  Where does Finny propose they go that requires a few hours bike ride?   
 
11.  When Finny and Gene are walking along the boardwalk, what does Gene notice other people are doing?   
 
12.  What does Finny say to Gene that makes him feel uncomfortable?   


